
Story synopsis

As Treasure Town opens in Sandy Feet, Florida, 
three kids are in the Pirate Diner, asking to hear 
an old story one more time. Betty Jo-Ann the 

waitress tells Luis, Hayley B. and little Speedup that an 
old legend says the treasure of Jean Lafitte, king of the 
pirates, might be buried somewhere in town. Determined 
to dig for it on the beach, the kids head up Snackbar 
Street to borrow a shovel. Nearby, Chief Gherkin has 
stopped for a snack in his patrol car when he’s shocked to 
see two dusty-looking weirdos, a short one and a big one 
with a shovel, tumble out of the afternoon freight train as 
it stops at Snackbar Street. 

Bug Luck, the short one, gets ridiculously mad when 
he realizes the two, who meant to go to Alaska to dig 
for gold, hopped a train in the wrong direction. Yuke 
Johnson, the big one, who is very strong, is worried, so 
he does what he does. 
He digs. In fact, he 
digs straight through 
Snackbar Street 
... and this leads to 
Chief Gherkin’s car 
being stuck atop a 
geyser that’s erupting 
from the water main 

With links to Common Core State 
Standards in Language Arts: Reading: 
Literature, Informational Text, and 
Foundational Skills; and Writing

Classroom Guide

Yuke has dug through. A crowd gathers, and Bug realizes 
they’re in trouble. But the three kids invite him and Yuke 
to come dig somewhere else. This seems like a good idea 
— especially when Bug learns about the legend. 

But when Yuke digs up the whole town beach, so 
that the Gulf rushes in and swallows it, the townspeople 
are horrified. Their beautiful beach is gone! Yuke feels 
very bad, so he goes off and does, again, what he does. 
He digs. And this leads ... well ... to the most incredible 
thing anyone in Sandy Feet, Florida has ever seen in their 
lives. It’s not what anyone imagined they’d find! But it’s 

something that changes everything.
Following the story are two 

informational reports, by Luis 
(“The True Story, I Mean It 
Really Is! About the Pirate 
King”) and Hayley B. (“The 

Also True Story of the Girl 
Pirates Who Were Braver 
than the Boys”).



D
oug Wilhelm is the author of 14 books 
for middle-grade readers, including 
the bestselling The Revealers and 

nine books in the Choose Your Own 
Adventure series. He and illustrator Sarah-
Lee Terrat are brother and sister.

Doug, how was it working together as 
brother and sister on this book?

We had a great time building on each 
other’s ideas, but sometimes it wasn’t easy 
— especially for Sarah-Lee. See, I’m the big brother, so I always 
know the answers. Imagine how much fun this was for her.

Sarah-Lee, what were the most exciting parts of making this story 
come alive?

When we added the real pirate Jean Lafitte to our story of 
three kids hunting for treasure, our project became really excit-
ing. It was fun to weave funny fiction together with nonfiction.

Doug, what do you hope young readers get out of Treasure Town?
Well, I think a story means what it means to each individual 

reader. But I hope Treasure Town will help kids become confident 
and excited about reading — and maybe they’ll finish our story 
with the idea that it’s good to search, because you never know 

what you may find. 

Sarah-Lee, what was the biggest challenge 
in illustrating this story?

I found it very challenging to provide 
consistency in the characters. Emotion, 
reaction and movement change the way 
we all look. The children were the most 
difficult to define as characters, because 
their faces are smooth and, well ... young!

Doug, do you have a favorite part of the story?
I like the conversation between Luis and Bug when they’re 

walking, talking and dreaming about the pirate’s treasure. I like 
how Bug, a grownup, sort of listens to Luis, a kid, but not really. I 
bet a lot of kids will make a personal connection with that.

Sarah-Lee, what personal connections do you make with the story?
All my life, like the kids in Treasure Town, I’ve loved to roam 

beaches and look for stuff. I love that “treasure” can wash 
up from thousands of miles away, or hundreds of years ago. 
Beaches contain so much about our natural world and our 
history. We’re only limited by how far we can walk — on the 
sand or in our imaginations. 

See the back page for the applicable Common Core State Standards

1. Before reading 
As a class or individually, after each statement, write T or F:

1. Pirates are imaginary — they never existed. 
2. Jean Lafitte was a real pirate. 
3. There have been girl pirates. 
4. Alaska and Florida are states in the USA. 
5. Florida is in the Southwestern USA. 
6. U.S. Navy ships used to hunt for pirates. 

Alternate: Individually, write down “everything you think you 
know” about pirates. 

As a class, look at the map in the front of the book. 
• What’s interesting to you in what you see? 
• Just from these pages, what do you think this story will 

be about?

As a class or individually, look at page 1: “Words to Know in 
Treasure Town.”

• Now what do you think this story will be about?
• Can you decode the word “thunderstruck”? What are 

your clues? 
• Okay, now — how about “flabbergasted”? 

Links: RL.2.1, 3.1; 2.2, 3.2; 2.4, 3.4; 2.5
RI.2.7, 3.7
RF.2.3, 3.3, 3.3c, 3.3d
If writing is included: W.3.1.a, 2.8, 3.8 

Author and Illustrator Q&A

Suggested activities, with Common Core links

2. During reading
As a class, create two big venn diagrams, one with two circles, the 
other with three. 

• Label the two circles “Yuke” and “Bug,” and the three 
circles “Luis,” “Hayley B.”, and “Speedup.” 

• After reading each chapter, write in the shared parts how 
these characters are alike. (Ex: “They want to find the 
treasure.”) In each separate part, write something unique 
to that character. (Example, for Bug: “Gets mad.” For 
Yuke: “Really strong.”) 

• As you continue to read, continue to place notes in these 
diagrams.

Individually, choose one character in the story. Write or share:
• Clues you can find, in the text, to what this character is 

like. How does the author give us those clues? How does 
the artist show the same thing? 

• A personal connection you can make to this character. 
Maybe there’s a way you are like him or her ... Or maybe 
you know someone who is like him or her. Tell how.

How does the author create suspense in the story? How does the 
illustrator create suspense? As you read, look for clues.

Find examples in the text. Show them, and explain.

As you read, find a place where you think you know what’s going to 
happen next. 

• Why do you think that? In your answer, give clues from 



the text ... from other 
stories you’ve read ... 
and/or from your life.

• As you continue 
reading, was your 
prediction right or 
wrong? How do you 
feel about that?

Teacher: Divide the class into 
groups of three or four. Ask 
each group to choose one scene 
in the story, and each member 
to choose one character (or two, 
if necessary) that he/she will 
perform.

• The group practices, 
then performs their 
scene as a reading before the class.

• Each “actor” explains the choices he/she made about 
portraying that character, giving examples in the text. 
(Ex.: “As Bug, I decided to talk fast because he’s always 
getting mad. See, on pages 16 and 17, where he yells at 
Yuke and jumps on his hat?”)

• Other students ask questions about the actors’ choices. 
(Ex.: “Why did you decide that getting mad would make 
Bug talk fast?”)

As a class, as you read the story, use a T chart to trace the meaning 
of “treasure” and “pirates.” 

• Each time these words appear, make notes on what they 
seem to mean to the characters.

• As you move through the story, do these meanings 
develop — or even change? (Example: What does 
“treasure” mean to the grownups in Chapter 1, “The 
Pirate Diner,” and then in Chapter 13, “Fun, Food and 
History”?) 

As a class, a small group, or individually: As you read the story, 
use index cards, or sticky notes of the same size, to trace what you 
think the story is about. 

• At the end, write on a final card, or note, what you think 
it’s about now. 

• Arrange these cards or notes in a path or track that shows 
how you reacted to the story as you read. (You can make 
a large chart that lists the main parts of the story, then 
show with the cards or notes how each reader reacted.)

Links: RL.2.1, 3.1; 2.3, 3.3; 2.4, 3.4; 2.5, 3.5; 2.6, 3.6; 2.7, 3.7
RI.2.1, 3.1; 2.6, 3.6; 2.7, 3.7
RF.2.3, 3.3; 2.4, 3.4; 2.4.a, 3.4.a; 2.4.b, 3.4.b; 2.4.c, 3.4.c
If writing is included: W.2.2, 3.1.a, 3.2; 2.8, 3.8

3. After reading
Make a Reaction Guide. Return to the quiz that begins section 1 of 
this Guide, or to what you wrote about what you thought the story 
would be about. Now, write or discuss: 

• Was each true/false choice you made, before reading the 
story, right or wrong? or,

• Compare your written prediction to what you now think 
the story is about. How close did you come? 

• Write and explain one to three things you learned from 
reading the story. 

As a class or individually, choose two important characters. 
• Discuss how each responded to one challenge in the 

story. 
• How would you have responded?

At the end, the kids want to go on searching for the treasure. 
• How would you help them? If you were them, what 

would you do next?
• Way back in Chapter 1, Big Thermal says he doesn’t 

think there is a treasure. Betty Jo Ann still thinks it’s 
okay for the kids to search. Why does she think that? 
Show the clues that support your answer. 

Luis’s report makes it clear that pirates attacked ships and stole 
their cargo. “Let’s face it, he was a big criminal,” he says about 
Jean Lafitte. 

• Does this change how you feel about pirates?
• If pirates were big criminals, why are they still so 

popular? Why do we like stories, movies and songs about 
them?  

Write what you think is the most important idea in Treasure Town. 
• What do you think the author wants you to think about 

and remember?
• What will you think about and remember? 

Links: RL.2.1, 3.1; 2.2, 3.2; 2.3, 3.3; 2.4, 3.4; 2.5, 3.5; 2.6, 3.6; 2.7, 3.7
RI.2.1, 3.1; 2.2, 3.2; 2.3, 3.3; 2.6, 3.6; 2.7, 3.7
RF.2.4, 3.4; 2.4.a, 3.4.a; 2.4.b, 3.4.b
W.2.2, 3.1a, 3.2, 2.8, 3.8 

Treasure Town is distributed by the Independent 
Publishers Group.

It’s available through IPG or your regular book vendor.
To order or ask about bulk purchase discounts, visit 

www.ipgbook.com or call 1-800-888-4741.
To learn more about Treasure Town and watch the 

video book trailer, visit www.longstridebooks.com.
To contact the author about school visits, “virtual 

visits,” or because you just want to, email doug@
dougwilhelm.com.



English Language Arts Standards » 
Reading: Literature » Grades 2 & 3

Key Ideas and Details
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.2.1
Ask and answer such questions as who, what, 
where, when, why, and how to demonstrate 
understanding of key details in a text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.1
Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, referring explicitly to 
the text as the basis for the answers.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.2.2
Recount stories, including fables and folktales 
from diverse cultures, and determine their 
central message, lesson, or moral.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.2
Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and 
myths from diverse cultures; determine the cen-
tral message, lesson, or moral and explain how it 
is conveyed through key details in the text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.2.3
Describe how characters in a story respond to 
major events and challenges.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.3
Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, 
motivations, or feelings) and explain how their 
actions contribute to the sequence of events

Craft and Structure

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.2.4
Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular 
beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) 
supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, 
or song.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text, distinguishing literal 
from nonliteral language.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.2.5
Describe the overall structure of a story, 
including describing how the beginning 
introduces the story and the ending concludes 
the action.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.5
Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems 
when writing or speaking about a text, using 
terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; 
describe how each successive part builds on 
earlier sections.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.2.6
Acknowledge differences in the points of 
view of characters, including by speaking in a 
different voice for each character when reading 
dialogue aloud.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.6
Distinguish their own point of view from that of 
the narrator or those of the characters.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.2.7
Use information gained from the illustrations 
and words in a print or digital text to 
demonstrate understanding of its characters, 
setting, or plot.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.7
Explain how specific aspects of a text’s 
illustrations contribute to what is conveyed 
by the words in a story (e.g., create mood, 
emphasize aspects of a character or setting)

Reading: Informational Text » 
Grades 2 & 3

Key Ideas and Details

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.2.1
Ask and answer such questions as who, what, 
where, when, why, and how to demonstrate 
understanding of key details in a text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.3.1
Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, referring explicitly to 
the text as the basis for the answers.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.2.2
Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph 
text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs 
within the text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.3.2
Determine the main idea of a text; recount the 
key details and explain how they support the 
main idea.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.2.3
Describe the connection between a series of 
historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or 
steps in technical procedures in a text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.3.3
Describe the relationship between a series of 
historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, 
or steps in technical procedures in a text, using 
language that pertains to time, sequence, and 
cause/effect.

Craft and Structure

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.2.6
Identify the main purpose of a text, including 
what the author wants to answer, explain, or 
describe.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.3.6
Distinguish their own point of view from that of 
the author of a text.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.2.7
Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram 
showing how a machine works) contribute to 
and clarify a text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.3.7
Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., 
maps, photographs) and the words in a text to 
demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., 
where, when, why, and how key events occur).

Reading: Foundational Skills » 
Grades 2 & 3

Phonics and Word Recognition

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.2.3, 3.3
Know and apply grade-level phonics and word 
analysis skills in decoding words.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.2.3.f
Recognize and read grade-appropriate 
irregularly spelled words.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.3.3.c
Decode multisyllable words.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.3.3.d
Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled 
words.

Fluency

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.2.4, 3.4
Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.2.4.a, 3.4a
Read grade-level text with purpose and 
understanding.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.2.4.b, 3.4b
Read grade-level text [grade 2]/prose and 
poetry [gr. 3] orally with accuracy, appropriate 
rate, and expression on successive readings.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.2.4.c, 3.4c
Use context to confirm or self-correct word 
recognition and understanding, rereading as 
necessary.

Writing » Grades 2 & 3

Text Types and Purposes

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.2
Write informative/explanatory texts in which 
they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions 
to develop points, and provide a concluding 
statement or section.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.1.a
Introduce the topic or text they are writing 
about, state an opinion, and create an 
organizational structure that lists reasons.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.2
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine 
a topic and convey ideas and information 
clearly.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.8
Recall information from experiences or gather 
information from provided sources to answer a 
question.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.8
Recall information from experiences or gather 
information from print and digital sources; take 
brief notes on sources and sort evidence into 
provided categories.

For the full Common Core and related resources, 
visit www.corestandards.org.

Applicable Common Core State Standards


